RENE DESCARTES
In the midst of these political figures, Kings
and Statesmen and Soldiers, whom we have
been considering in connection with the great
religious struggle of the seventeenth century,
we must turn for a moment to two men who had
no political power. They were neither Soldiers
nor Statesmen nor men of any hereditary position;
but they influenced the mind of Europe so greatly
that their indirect effect weighed more than the
direct effect of others.
These two men stood to each other in time
as might a father to a son. Descartes, nearly
the contemporary of Cromwell, was born in
1596 and died in 1650. Pascal was twenty-seven
years younger, but died only twelve years after
Descartes in 1662. It is remarkable to note
how both of them survive? to see the settlement
in the political and military fields of the great
quarrel between the Reformation and the Catholic
Church.
On the political field that quarrel was settled,
as we have seen, in 1648-9. The Peace of
Westphalia (as the two treaties ending the
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